From: "Rev. Themi"
<fr.themi@paradisekids.org.au>
To: pkda@paradisekids.org.au
Sent: Thu, 28 Feb 2008 10:48:34
+1000

Subject: Newsletter from Rev
Themi 28/02/2008

Dear Friends of PK4A & the Orthodd
Mission to Sierra Leone

Greetings in the Name of Christ!

Mr Toumbas has asked my to keep
him and you up to date with the worl}
we are undertaking in Sierra Leone.
(Particularly with regards to my
spending; he seems to worry about
things regarding finances, although
have told him "just have faith").

I'm sure by now, Mr Toumbas has
shared his experiences here, and |
must say, he handled the experiencs
quite well.

It can be difficult for a family man
such as he, to travelled for 6 weeks
areas as poverty stricken as the slur

of Kenya and to a devastated countryP

such as Sierra Leone. (He was com

pletely lost without his wife, Suzanna}f

| recall our first Sunday in Freetown,
where | invited Mr Toumbas to
Church, although he was looking for
ward to relaxing in his room, | ex-
plained that | had already prepared 3
church service and | needed him to
as my alter boy.

We arrived at what is now my resi-

dence, when he realised it was just Ih

and I; he complained bitterly; it was

very humorous to watch him disappear
as | prepared for the service, but to hi

credit he and | performed our first se
vice in a strange country.

Now, | wish to bring you up to date
with some of the programs we are u
dertaking and working on currently.
But, these are only some, in fact the
is much more that we are doing here
but I shall elaborate in future reports

Paradise Kids 4 Sierra Leone
(PK4SL)

We are well on the way towards regi
tering a subsidiary branch of PK4A i
Sierra Leone as a non-government
organization (NGO). It will be called
Paradise Kids 4 Sierra Leone
(PK4SL). At the moment we have
hired a lawyer (who is also a membe
of parliament) to work out the legal
aspects of the registration process. ]
NGO will be registered as an interng

have many privileges — for example
payment of taxes on goods coming
from Australia or any foreign country

Another Major Breakthrough

occurred for our mission in Sierra
Leone in our discussions with the gg
Yernment authorities here. Praise Go

Beginning in December and again in
early February we have undertaken
many discussions with the governm
svith a view towards obtaining land 0|
buildings for development. Our dis-
cussions have gone all the way up t
presidential level. Indeed | have met
with His Excellency Mr. Ernest Ko-
toma twice. In fact the second time
brother Louis Toumbas took a leadin
part in the discussions.

2 At the conclusion of the second mee
ing with the president, the Minister fq
Internal Affairs — The Honourable M
d<amara - a very senior minister in th
hsL government was appointed by th
resident himself to act as a liaison
coordinator in all matters pertaining
fhe PK4A/Orthodox Mission’s deal-

ings with the Government and to

speed up the matters of the acquisiti

of suitable land for the construction ¢

[ a Cathedral and Educational Facility|

and orphanages in Freetown and
reater Freetown.

With the encouragement of Minister
Kamara, the City Council has becon
very seriously involved in our reques
%o the point that the Lord Mayor of
Freetown, in a scheduled meeting w

O—

Us (including Dr Christomanos a ver
istinguished visitor from the Church
of Greece, Mr A. Kargbo of the SL
Consulate in Kenya and various me
bers of the Council) announced to u
Nthe offer of two schools to the
PK4A/Orthodox Mission in Sierra
[€eone. | have already visited one of
them while | plan to visit the other

- soon.

| have always believed, that Charity,
the Church and the Government
sshould always work together in Afric
nsometimes it's a misuse of funds an
economically frivolous when we mis
sionaries desire to build buildings
when its far more beneficial to take
existing buildings and just upgrade
rthem.

Wilberforce Municipal School

_The school | visited is currently calle
Wilberforce Municipal School. It is

r
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tional organization and hence will

Yesterday another major breakthroug$f

nocated in a beautiful site near the sea.
However it is a run down school need-
.ing many repairs and upgrading.
The school operates as a primary
hool and junior high school working
in two shifts due to overcrowding and
\sharing two buildings. The one build-
Hing, the larger one is old and in urgent
need of repairs but it is strong with
good foundations. The newer building
}ﬁ f_ine. All it needs is some minor re-
pairs.

There are nearly 1,000 pupils with a
staff of some twenty teachers plus ad-
ministrators. The missionary potential
of the school is hence enormous.

Living in Australia and other modern
gountries, you would all understand
that education is the centre of all
tgrowth. Without proper education a
jcountry remains at a very basic level
_of society without hope of lifting itself
out of poverty.

eBuilding and repairs required
Besides the building of a school
Q@hapel the other needs of the school
may be listed as follows:

A functional drainage system

Repairing walls damaged by bul-
lets (during the civil war)

NS

D

3. Painting walls

4. Repairing some desks

5. Building new desks

6. Upgrading the toilets

€. Upgrading the schoolyard (pres-
S ently thoroughly uneven and re-

plete with large boulders

8. The upgrading of the old building.
¥9. The upgrading of the sports oval.
10. The provision of a library (the

school possesses no books!!!)

nT]I_nitial Costs: Salaries and Repairs
D

The average salary for the teachers is
around $US50 per month. Once we
assume the ownership of the school |
will seek to revamp the salary struc-
ture so that the teaching staff can feel
more comfortable with their work. |
estimate that the salary for staff, ad-
aministration and workers will cost us
jaround 5 million Leone = $AU2,000.
That means the salary structure for the
entire year will be around $24,000 —
25,000 p.a.

Because of the physical needs of the
school in terms of building repairs,
construction of a drainage system, etc.,
with your wonderful donations, | will
fdundertake a refurbishment program
with a capital cost budget of around

1



$AU30,000. This means this school
will cost about $AU60,000 this year.

Besides the obvious spiritual help

to many pupils and parents, we are

creating good will between PK4A, th
Church and the local community ang
indeed the government. Importantly
we shall upgrade the physical and a
demic standards of the school and g
educational opportunities to young

people who are now struggling in a
run down and depressed school.

| ask for your prayers for my meeting
and negotiations with the Coun-

cil Officers who will determine the
mode of the transfer of the school to
the PK4A/Orthodox Church of Sierra
Leone.

| am also praying for volunteer teach
ers in early childhood, primary and
junior high school levels, who wish t
spend some time here in Freetown.
The conditions can be described

as unbearable compared to western
standards, but the experience would
priceless.

Attached are photos for you to see
where your donations and good will
going too.

Play Ground- | considered introducir
Australian Rules, but soccer is a reli
ion here.

Freetown Feeding Program for the
Disabled

During the day the city of Freetown
has a large population of disabled
people of various ages, including
young children. Some are amputees
caused during the recent civil war,
some are polio victims, some are

blind. They tend to congregate aroun&eone per sack (approx $25.00 USEO

certain areas of the city, dividing
themselves into distinctive groupings
Some live in the city as squatters. O
ers come into the city daily in search
of food and money.

From the time Mr Toumbas was here¢

we would visit these unfortunate sou
and minister to them and feed them
the middle of the street. It is not pos
ble to ignore their plight! It is very
visible.

With a Government having no mone
for social welfare and no organisatio
such as the Salvation Army, these

people must fend for themselves by| .

begging.

Now PK4A/Orthodox Mission with
the full support of the City Council
and the Government of Sierra Leone
will begin a official program to feed
cthem,

1. On Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays and Sundays we will offe
cooked rice to the disabled — ricg
being the favourite staple food o
Sierra Leone.

The City Council has proposed
that the location for the actual
feeding program be at the base-
ment hall of the Freetown City
Council building. This is a very
large area that can amply accon

Ca-
ive

In the beginning we will feed
around 200 people on each pre-
scribed day. As time goes on an
pending on the successful organ
sation of the program we propos
to extend the program to every
day of the week (except Satur-
days), feeding 400 people.

The feeding hours will be from
10.00 — 2.30 PM (Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays) while
on Sundays the feeding progran
will begin at the conclusion of oy
Church Service at the Basement
Hall (Service 10.00 — 11.15 AM)

We anticipate that the program
will also incorporate prayer ses-
sions biblical instruction as well
as some sort of skills instruction

We have approached a Lebanese
wholesaling company in Freetown al
have secured a reasonable price for|
each 50 kilos bag of rice - 66,000

be
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Each sack feeds around 180 — 200
s people.

th-  If the program runs four days pel
week then the total weekly cost
will be 264,000 Leone.

Per month that totals 1,056,000

$AU5,500).
Initially we may have to construc

modate 200 people — even more.

basement for the preparation of the
rice. The cost for its construction
may come to around 5,000,000
Leone (ca. $AU2000).

| am praying that with the help of
PK4A donation funds we will be
trable to allocate around $AU5500 per
rannum to feed the disabled of Free-
f town / or $AU10,000 to make it into a
daily program (6 days per week) and
with more mouths being fed.

Rationale - Why?

1. As a Christian, our Lord Jesus
taught that in feeding the hungry
we are feeding Him. Hence it is a
dominical imperative — a duty we
have towards all the suffering that
Christ endured for us.

As a humanitarian, this program
aims at giving dignity to those
who under city culture do not re-
ceive dignity. The program is say-
ing somebody cares for you,
somebody is thinking about you,
somebody loves you.

This program has given the
PK4A/Orthodox Mission many
friends among the people but has
also created interest in Spiritual
Growth and in the Church.

Below are some of the people we have
begun to feed, | have since started
wearing Light Pale Blue robes, be-
cause of the heat. In the background is
where Mr Toumbas and | would have
our Coffee in his favourite Coffee
Shop.

dintil my next report
Respectfully in Christ
yRev. Themi
Freetown

Rev Themistocles Adamopolou
Orthodox Mission to Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone Address

3 Babadore Hill, Lumley
Freetown, Sierra Leone
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Is Leone per month. ][e?rlly email- disekid

” If we add salaries for the cook ar %rboirsnolr@para IS€exids.org.au

5= other extras | estimate the month I¥wa par.adisekids4africa orq.au
cost will rise to 1,200,000 Leone. y P
Translated into US Dollars this Sponsorwww.paradisekids.org.au

Y comes to about $US400 per mortﬁponsqrwww.qoodnewstext.com

hs and around $ 4,800 per annum (¢Australian Address

"PO Box 5006 West End QLD 4101
tGround Level, 170 Boundary St,
West End QLD 4101, Australia

a small kitchen near the City Hal






